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Stories from Shakespeare’s Plays

Macheth

m Bhaktimala Saikia

(Continued from 8" year, 3@issue, April 2021)

room. Just then a terrible vision
outside Macbeth’s castle. He appeared before him. He saw a
was delighted with the warm bloody dagger pointing towards his
welcome he received. The king [SSSSSESEREESSS heart. He tried to grasp it. But it
praised the castle’s pleasant disappeared. With great effort
environment. As a sign of his Macbeth shook off his fear and
pleasure, he gifted a diamond to set off towards the king’s room. In
Lady Macbeth. Then the old asingle stroke, Macbeth killed the
king went to bed with a peaceful oldking.
mind. Macbeth moved towards
Macbeth on the other hand, | the door. Suddenly he stopped.
was tormented by fears and — One of the guards laughed and the
doubts. He considered the reasons why he other cried out ‘Murder’. Both of them woke
should not kill Duncan- Macbeth was up, looked around and fell asleep again.

King Duncan arrived

MACBETH

Duncan’s kinsman, subject and host. Meanwhile, Lady Macbeth was
However his temptation to kill the king was  waiting for her husband to return. When
strong. she heard the noises, she thought that

Macbeth struggled hard against this Macbeth had failed. However, Macbeth
temptations. He declared that he no longer came back with the dagger still in his hand.
intended to kill Duncan. But Lady Macbeth He was deeply shaken. He heard a voice
was angry. She called him a coward and crying continuously in his ear. Lady
questioned his manhood. Macbeth warned him not to think of such

Then she tempted him and told about things. She asked him to take back the
her plan. As part of their plan, they drugged dagger and lay it at the side of the guards.
the wine of the two guards. When everyone  But Macbeth refused. So, she had to go
was asleep, Lady Macbeth stole inthe king’s  herself. She laid the dagger besides the
room. She raised her dagger to strike. But sleeping guards and stained their clothes
then she saw Duncan’s face. It reminded her  with the king’s blood.
of her dead father. She could not kill the king. When she returned, she found Macbeth
So, Lady Macbeth stole away silently and gazing at his hands in horror. He said to his
handed the dagger to Macbeth. She told him  wife that all the water in the ocean would not

to go and kill the king. be enough to wash his hands. He was almost
Macbeth took the dagger. In the mad with fear and remorse.
darkness he made his way to Duncan’s (to be continued...)
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Did You Know ?

m Pritilata Patgiri

Cloud Gate

Cloud Gate is a public sculpture by
Indian—born British artist Sir Anish Kapoor.
He was born in Bombay in 1954 and
moved to London in 1970 to study and
work related to arts. He is a Padma
Bhushan Awardee.

Cloud Gate is nicknamed ‘The Bean’

because of its shape. It is named ‘Cloud
Gate’ because 80 percent of its surface
reflects the sky. It is located in Millennium
Park, Chicago.

The exterior of ‘The Bean’ is made
entirely of stainless steel. It was created
using computer technology. It was
constructed out of 168 stainless steel plates
and was polished to appear like a mirror.
Cloud Gate is 33 feet high, 42 feet wide
and 66 feet long. It weighs about 110 tons.
The lower 6 feet of Cloud Gate is wiped
down twice a day by hand. The entire
sculpture is cleaned twice a year with 150
litres of liquid detergent. <

Thanksgiving

Thanksgiving is a holiday in the United
States and Canada when people give
thanks and celebrate the harvest and other
blessings of the past year. It was in 1621
that the pilgrims from England were taught
by Native Americans how to grow and
produce food in American soil. Once the
pilgrims had grown an abundance of food,
they were very thankful and they
celebrated with Native Americans.

The 16™ President of the United
States Abraham Lincoln is called the father
of the Thanksgiving holiday. It was Lincoln
who issued a proclamation appealing to
Americans in 1863 to observe the last
Thursday of November as a day of
Thanksgiving.

18

In America today, the Thanksgiving
holiday is a four-day holiday over a
weekend, starting on Thanksgiving
Thursday and ending on Sunday. Now, it
is widely considered to be a day for
giving thanks for good food, good times
and family. More people in the United
States celebrate Thanksgiving than
Christmas and New Year. Families and
friends wusually eat a special meal
together, with a turkey as the main dish.
Americans eat 46 million turkeys or more
in each Thanksgiving. The food eaten
today for Thanksgiving is very different
from the food that was eaten in 1621
Thanksgiving. «

(turkey : a large American bird)
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