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Stories from Shakespeare’s Plays

Macbeth

(Continued from 8" year, 4" Issue, May, 2021)

It was a silent night. Suddenly a knock
was heard. Macbeth trembled with fear. His
guilt conscience had made him a coward.
He was filled with remorse. Then lady
Macbeth told him to wash his hands and put
on the night gown so that nobody would
think that they hadn’t slept.

The knocking at the gate grew louder.
So, the sleepy porter went to open the gate.

Two of king Duncan’s noble attendants
had arrived. They came early to attend the
king. The two of them
went to Duncan’s room
and found him dead. The
castle was filled with fear
and confusion. When
they told Macbeth of the
murder, he showed great
anger. In pretended fury
he killed Duncan’s two
guards. The king’s two
sons feared for their own
safety. Malcolm, the elder

m Bhaktimala Saikia

escaped and fled to England. Long
afterwards, a line of kings, descended from
Fleance ruled Scotland. In this way, the
witches’ prophecy about Banquo also came
true.

The noble guests arrived for the feast.
The new King and Queen received them
courteously. At that moment, one of the
murderers appeared at the doorway.
Macbeth spoke to him and learned that
Banquo was dead and Fleance had escaped.
Returning to his guests, Macbeth went to sit
at the head of the royal

table. He found that
Banquo’s  ghost  was
sitting in  his chair.

Macbeth gazed at it in
horror. He spoke to the
ghost, which was
invisible to the rest. Lady
Macbeth tried to explain
that her husband often
had fits of that kind. But
when she could read

one fled to England while
his brother fled to Ireland. The witches’
second prophecy was fulfilled.

Macbeth got what he wanted. He
became the king of Scotland. But he did not
feel safe. He mistrusted everyone.
Especially he feared and mistrusted Banquo.
Macbeth remembered the witches had
promised Banquo that his descendants
would be kings.

Macbeth and his wife planned to get rid
of Banquo and his son Fleance. They invited
the chief nobles to a feast. Macbeth hired
two murderers to kill both Banquo and his
son on their way to the castle. The hired
murderers were successful in killing
Banquo. They failed to kill Fleance. He

29

suspicion on many faces,
she hurried the guests away. The nobles had
seen enough to make them suspect
Macbeth. Even Macduff had not come to
the feast for he suspected betrayal.
Macbeth now had many enemies. He
became merciless. He was full of fears for
the future. He decided to go and consult the
three witches. They had prophesied truly
before. He would ask them to prophesy
again.

Macbeth found the witches where he
had first met them. They were expecting
him. The witches were preparing evil spells
to call spirits from the dead. These spirits
would reveal the future.

(To be continued)



Did You Know ?

®m Dimple Talukdar

The Human Brain

The human
brain is one of the
most important
organs in a
human body. It
helps us think,
reason, remember, and learn new things.
The human brain weighs 3 pounds (1.36 kg).

It consists 60% of fat and is one of the
fatest organs in the body. Human brain has
the capacity to generate approximately 23
watts of power when awake. Of the total
blood and oxygen that is produced in our
body, the brain gets 20% of it. When the

blood supply to the brain stops, it is almost
after 8-10 seconds that the brain start losing
the consciousness. The brain is capable of
surviving for 5 to 6 minutes only if it doesn't
get oxygen after which it dies. There are
100 billion neurons present in the brain. As
we grow older, we are unable to remember
new things. According to the researchers, it
is because the brain is unable to filter and
remove old memories which prevent it from
absorbing new ideas. In fact, our brain and
its superior functioning differentiate human
beings from animals and other creations of
the Almighty. <

World’s Highest Rail Bridge

Indian Railways is constructing the
world’s tallest railway bridge over Chenab
The
construction of the 359 meter high bridge
began in 2004. It may be noted that this

river in Jammu and Kashmir.

bridge will be 30-35 m higher than
the Eiffel Tower. This arch bridge
will be 1.315 km long. The bridge
will have railway stations at both its
terminal ends. The bridge can
withstand winds upto 260 kmph and
its lifespan will be 120 years. The
bridge will also be able to withstand
any major blast. The bridge is
designed by consultants from
Finland and Germany. Apart from
blasts, the bridge can withstand an
earthquake of magnitude 8 on the Richter
Scale. This bridge will form the crucial link
between Katra and Banihal which is a key
part of the Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla
section of the Kashmir Railway project. **
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