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Stories from World Classics

Heidi

(Continued from November Issue, 2023)

!

Clara's Grandmama
comes and meets Clara and
Heidi. Heidi greets her as
Mrs. Madam and
Grandmama finds it very
funny. Housekeeper Fraulein
tells Grandmama about
Heidi's difficulty with reading.
In Grandmama's room Heidi
finds a picture book and she
begins to look through the
book. As she sees a picture
of a green pasture filled with
animals, she bursts into tears. Grandmama
consoles her and asks her how she is doing
with her studies. Heidi tells Grandmama that
she cannot learn to read because her friend
Peter told her that it is too difficult. Grandmama
tells Heidi that she knows that Heidi can read
and takes her downstairs to find Clara's books.

Heidi now realizes that she cannot go
home anytime she wants. Grandmama notices
her sadness and encourages her to talk to God
about her troubles. Heidi comes to her room,
folds her hands and begs God to let her go
home to Grandfather.

The following week the tutor tells
Grandmama that Heidi is suddenly making
tremendous progress with her reading. That
night Grandmama gives Heidi a large book with
beautiful pictures. Heidi is very happy and asks

m Nisha Devi

Grandmama if she can bring
it to her home with
Grandfather. Clara again tells
Heidi that she cannot go home
for years because she wants
Heidi to be with her. That night
Heidi spends time looking at
the pictures in the book and
dreaming of her home with
Grandfather far away.

Each afternoon
Grandmama spends time with
Heidi while Clara rests. They
read and play with
Grandmama's pretty dolls. Grandmama tells
Heidi to never forget God as Heidi is still sad.

The day for Gandmama's departure
arrives. Heidi and Clara are sad to see her go
and promise her to read together every
afternoon.

Several weeks pass. Heidi's
homesickness grows as winter turns to spring.
She thinks about the flowers on the mountain.
She thinks about Peter going out with the goats
each day. Heidi struggles alone against the
homesickness that is her constant companion.

There is a new development at the
Sesemann residence. Fraulein, the strict
housekeeper believes that there is a ghost in
the house. She had also shared this with the
household staff. «
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Did You Know
The Moon is Drifting Away from the Earth

Yes! The Moon is gradually drifting
away from Earth at a rate of 4 cm per year
approximately. This phenomenon is caused
by the Moon pulling on Earth's oceans

Tibetan Plateau is

o A s

The Tibetan Plateau is often regarded
to as the 'third pole' of the earth owing to
the amount of freshwater reserve it
contains, with over 46,000 glaciers, more
than North and South poles.

These glaciers feed the rivers that run
through the region including Mekong,
Yangtze and Yellow river acting as the vital
source of water in China and Southeast
Asia. However, due to the rising

m Neha Bora

creating tidal forces that produce a bulge of
water on the side of Earth facing the Moon.

This bulge in turn, creates a
gravitational pull on the Moon causing it to
accelerate slightly and move further away
from Earth each year. This gradual drift is
not noticeable on a day-to-day basis but
over millions of years, it can have a
significant effect on Earth's rotation.

Most scientists believe that the Moon is
Earth's child since a large body collided with
Earth, destroying its mantle and sending
materials into orbit from which the moon
was formed. Hence it explains why Moon's
rocks are similar to that of Earth's. <

Earth's 'third pole'

temperature, the Tibetan glaciers are under
threat causing the glaciers to melt at an
unprecedented rate.

New findings state that values of ice
lost from the Himalayan glaciers during

2000 to 2020 were, on an average,
estimated to be 6.5%. This discovery has
critical implications for predicting the demise
of the region's glaciers and for managing
critical water resources. %
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