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Did You Know
Queen among insects

“queen” is a special female that
plays a vital role in her colony
or group. You might have heard
about queen bees before, but
there are also queen ants,
termites, and some other insects
like wasps.

The queen is usually the
largest female in the colony
whose main job is to lay eggs.
For example, in a beehive, the
queen bee can lay thousands of eggs every
day. Her bigger and longer body helps her
lay many eggs. This is very important
because the eggs will grow into new bees,
helping the colony grow and survive.

When a queen is born, she often has to
go through a special process. In a beehive
for instance, the worker bees will feed a
special food called royal jelly to certain
larvae to help them develop into a queen.
Once she hatches, her first task is to make
sure she is the only queen in the hive. She
does this by finding and getting rid of any
other queens. She also releases special
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chemicals called pheromones
that help keep the colony
together and maintain order. If
the queen bee becomes older or
sick, the worker bees will start
the process of raising a new
queen to take her place. This
way, the hive can survive and
continue to function smoothly.

In some insect colonies,
like ants and termites, the queen
also has a unique role. In these
colonies, the queen can live for many years,
and she may have a king, which is a male
that helps her. Together, they work to keep
the colony strong.

Queens are important because they
help maintain the population of their species.
Without a queen, the colony would struggle
to survive. The worker insects are usually
female but they do not lay eggs. Their job is
to take care of the queen, gather food, and
protect the colony. So, the queen is like the
heart of the colony, making sure everything
runs smoothly and that there are always
new insects to keep the colony alive. <
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Stories from World Classics

Frankenstein

(continued from May Issue)

The Creature later confronts
Victor and demands that Victor
creates a female companion like
himself, arguing that as a living
being, he has a right for happiness.
The Creature promises that he and
his mate will vanish into the South
American wilderness and will never
to reappear. But Victor falls in a
dilemma. Should Victor refuse? But
when the Creature threatens to kill Victor’s
remaining friends and loved ones and not
stop until he completely ruins him, only then
fearing for his family, Victor reluctantly
agrees. The Creature says he will watch
him over Victor’s progress.

Henry accompanies Victor to England,
but they separate, at Victor’s insistence, at
Perth, in Scotland. Travelling to Orkney to
build the second creature, Victor suspects
that the Creature is following him. As he
works on the new creature, he is plagued by
premonitions of disasters.

He fears that the female will hate the
Creature - or worse still - be even more evil
than he is. Even more worrying to him is the
idea that creating the second creature might
lead to the creation of a race of beings just
as strong as the monster who could plague
humanity. He tears apart the unfinished
female creature after he sees the Creature
watching through a window and smiling.
The Creature immediately bursts through
the door to confront Victor and demands he
repair his destruction and resume work, but
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Victor refuses. The Creature leaves, but
gives a final threat: “I will be
with you on your wedding night.”
Victor interprets this as a threat
upon his life, believing that the
Creature will kill him after he
finally becomes happy.

Victor sails out to sea to
dispose of his instruments, and
falls asleep in the boat. He
awakens some time later, unable
to return to shore due to a change in the
wind, unfortunately he falls unconscious,
drifting to Ireland. When Victor awakens, he
is arrested for murder. Victor is acquitted
when eyewitness testimony confirms that he
was in Orkney at the time the murder took
place. However, when shown the murder
victim, Victor is horrified to see it was
Henry, whom the Creature has strangled.
Victor suffers another mental breakdown
and after recovering, he returns home with
his father, who has restored to Elizabeth
some of her father’s fortune. His father
does not know of the cause behind the
murders of William and Henry, but senses a
curse and begs Victor to honour his
mother’s last wish that Victor marry
Elizabeth.

In Geneva, Victor is about to marry
Elizabeth and prepares to fight the Creature
to the death, arming himself with pistols and
a dagger. The night following their wedding,
Victor asks Elizabeth to stay in her room
while he looks for “the fiend”. «
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