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Did You Know
Devil’s Bridge

The Devil’s Bridge, which is located
in Kromlauer Park near Gablenz in Eastern
Germany, is a marvellous structure. This bridge
is an arched bridge that is mysteriously built in
the shape of a semicircle. The bridge looks
like something that belongs in a fairytale as it
creates a perfect circle when it is reflected in
the water beneath it. Popularly known as the
Devil’s Bridge, this bridge is named
Rakotzbriicke, which was built in 1860. The
bridge is known as a devil’s bridge because of
its unique structure, and people believe that
such challenging structures could only have

m Binoy Bikash Gogoi

been built with the help of the devil. According
to legends, the devil helped to build the bridge
in exchange for the soul of the first person to
cross the bridge after its completion. However,
contrary to popular belief, this bridge and
several other such bridges that were built in
Germany during medieval times were the
results of the excellent craftsmanship of mere
mortals. Rakotzbriicke and its likes are still a
mystery for the common people, and they
never cease to amaze anyone who visits the
park. However, nowadays this aging marvel
can only be viewed by tourists, and crossing it
is strictly prohibited. <

Sea Gypsies

You all have
heard numerous stories
about mermaids. Several
people have allegedly
claimed to have come
across mermaids on
different  occasions.
However, all the stories
have been proven to be
nothing but urban tales. But, though not
mermaids, there is an ethnic group of people
in the Philippines who spend most of their time
atsea. They are called the Bajau people. They
are also known as ‘Sea Gypsies’.The Bajau
people, interestingly, live almost exclusively on
water and rarely visit land. The Bajau people
live on houseboats known as ‘lepas’. These
people only come ashore to trade or for shelter
during storms. Because of their close relation
with the sea and their lifestyle, they have bodies

like no other human being
on earth. Children,
because of their early and
constant exposure to the
water, learn to swim and
begin fishing as early as
eight years old. According
to some studies, it was
found that the Bajau
people have spleens 50 percent larger than
the average human spleen. Because of their
larger spleens, they can stay underwater for
a longer period of time. The Bajau people are
expert divers, and they can dive down to
depths of more than 230 feet without any
modern equipment. Itis also believed that the
Bajau have remarkable underwater vision, and
they can stay underwater for 6-13 minutes at
a stretch. This ability helps them catch fish or
hunt for rare pearls and sea cucumbers. <
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Stories from World Classics

Lord of the Flies

m Pallavi Dutta

Lord of the Flies is a novel by William Golding. Published in 1954,it explores how

a group of British schoolboys, stranded on a deserted

savagery.

island, descends into

The characters that we come across in this story are not merely characters but
each of them symbolizes one idea or the other.

Ralph-The elected leader of the boys.

Jack Merridew — Leader of the choirboys and later of the hunters.
Piggy-Ralph’s intellectual and rational adviser.

Simon-A shy, sensitive boy.

Roger-Jack’ sadistic follower who becomes increasingly cruel.
Sam and Eric (Samneric)-Twin brothers who are loyal to Ralph but are eventually

coerced by Jack.

The Littluns-The younger boys on the island.
The Lord of the Flies—A pig’s head on a stick, representing the manifestation of evil and

chaos within the boys.

Lord of the Flies opens
with a group of British schoolboys
stranded on a deserted tropical
island after their plane crashes
during an unnamed war. With no
adult survivors, the boys must
figure out how to survive and
organize themselves. Two of the
older boys, Ralph and Piggy,
quickly emerge as central figures.
Ralph finds a conch shell, and
Piggy suggests using it to call the
other boys. They use the conch as a
signalling device, and soon, the rest of the
survivors gather, including a group of
choirboys led by the proud and authoritarian
Jack Merridew.

The boys decide to elect a leader.
Ralph is chosen, largely because of his
charisma and the conch’s symbolic
authority. Jack is appointed to lead the
hunters. Ralph emphasizes the importance
of building shelters and keeping a signal fire

WILLIAM GOLDING

going to attract rescuers. Piggy
becomes Ralph’s advisor, offering
logical suggestions, though he is
often mocked for his appearance
and asthma. Jack, meanwhile,
becomes increasingly obsessed
with hunting pigs, a task that
quickly consumes him and his
group.

The boys initially attempt to
cooperate, mimicking the order of
their previous lives. However,
signs of disobedience, fear, and conflict
begin to surface gradually. Some boys are
more interested in playing or exploring than
contributing to communal responsibilities.
The vyounger children, referred to as
“littluns,” struggle with nightmares and begin
to speak of a terrifying “beast” on the
island. Although dismissed as childish fears,
the idea of a beast slowly begins to
influence the older boys as well. <
Contd.
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