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School Life and Friendship

m Barasha Pathak
Class VI

In the morning light, we rush to school

With books and bags and friendship as our rule

Laughter echoes in every hall
Together we stand, together we all.
Sharing secrets during lunch break
Helping each other with every mistake
Games in the field, fun and play

We wish these moments would forever stay... § & CQCW

Teachers guide us, friends make us smile
Every memory makes it all worth while

Though one day the school days may end,

We'll never forget a true best friend. «
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Blood Falls

Blood Falls is one of Earth's most
mysterious and eerie natural wonders. It is
located in the remote Taylor Glacier in
Antarctica's Mc Murdo Dry Valley's. It is
one of the coldest and driest places on the
planet. At first glance, it appears as if bright
red blood is pouring out from the mouth of
the glacier onto the pure white ice, a sight so
strange and haunting that it puzzled scientists
for decades. Originally discovered in 1911 by
Australian geologist Grifith Taylor, the red
coloration was first thought to be caused by
red algae, but later scientific studies revealed
a much more fascinating truth. The deep red
colour of Blood Falls is actually due to iron-
rich hypersaline water that has been trapped
beneath the glacier for a million years. When
this iron-rich water finally seeps out of the
glacier and comes into contact with the
oxygen in the air, it undergoes oxidation,
similar to rust forming on metal, which turns
it a vivid red. What makes this even more
astonishing is that this water comes from a
subglacial lake that exists in complete

m Chayanika Kashyap
Class VII

darkness and extreme cold, yet it still
harbors microbial life, making Blood
Falls not only a geological but also a
biological mystery. These microbes
have survived without sunlight, oxygen,
or heat, relying instead on sulfate and
iron-based chemical reactions for
energy, a discovery that has huge
implications for astrobiology, especially
the search for life on Mars or the icy
moons of Jupiter like Europa. The salinity of
the water is so high that it remains liquid
below freezing temperatures, and scientists
believe this unique, isolated environment has
not been exposed to the surface for millions
of years. This makes Blood Falls a natural
laboratory for studying life in extreme
conditions and understanding Earth's ancient
climate. Advanced studies using radar and
ice-penetrating tools have mapped the
subsurface channels feeding the falls
confirming that the iron-rich water originates
from a complex network of subglacial brine.
So, while the name "Blood Falls" might
sound like something from a horror story, it
is actually a spectacular example of how
strange, beautiful, and resilient life on Earth
can be-and a reminder that even the most
alien-looking  phenomena often have
perfectly explainable scientific roots. It
continues to be an object of fascination not
just for geologists and microbiologists, but
also for space scientists and explorers
dreaming of discovering life beyond
Earth. <
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Did You Know
Honey never spoils

Yes, it is true that honey never gets
spoilt. It is because of its unique composition
of low water content, high sugar
concentration, and acidity that creates an
environment inhospitable for bacteria. Edible
honey has been found in ancient Egyptian
tombs. Pure honey can last for 3,000 years
or even longer without spoiling. Additionally,
bees add an enzyme that produces hydrogen
peroxide, a natural preservative. While it
can crystallize or darken, it remains safe to
eat indefinitely if stored properly in a sealed

Greenland Shark, the

Greenland shark is
a member of the sleeper
shark which belongs to
the Somniosidae family.
It is known as the
world’s longest-lived
vertebrate. The species is primarily found in
the cold-water environments of the Arctic
Ocean and North Atlantic Ocean. But its range
also extends from southward to the North Sea
and the water adjacent to the Eastern
Seaboard of the United States. Greenland
sharks are similar to spiny dogfish, except that
they lack a spine in front of the second dorsal
fin and usually the one on the first dorsal fin.
The Greenland shark is one of the largest
cartilaginous fishes reaching a length of 7
metres and a weight of 1,025 kg when fully
grown. Greenland sharks may be more than
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container. Honey is a supersaturated
solution with very little water, meaning it
draws moisture out of any microorganisms
that try to live in it through a process called
osmosis. The pH of honey is typically
between 3 to 4.5, making it too acidic for
most of the bacterias and other spoilage-
causing organisms to survive. Enzymatic
activity of bees add an enzyme called
glucose oxidase to the nectar. This enzyme
produces hydrogen peroxide, which has

/7

antimicrobial properties. <

500 year old Phantom

500 years old. The scientists
estimated that the largest
Greenland shark was likely
between 272 and 512 years old.
The exact age of the oldest
living Greenland shark,
however, is still a subject of research and
debate. They are carnivorous, and their diet is
often made up of several different types of
fishes, including smaller sharks, eels, flounders,
and sculpins. In 2024, the scientists sequenced
the shark’s genome, bringing them several
steps closer to understanding the secrets of
its extraordinary longevity. The scientists
identified multiple copies of genes that regulate
inflammation and assist with DNA repair of
the Greenland sharks. As we continue to study
these remarkable sharks, we gain valuable
insights into the mechanisms of aging. <
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Stories from World Classics

Lord of the Flies

(Continued from November
issue)

After Piggy is brutally killed at
Castle Rock—struck down by the
boulder pushed by Roger—the last
remnants of order and civilization
vanishes from the island. The conch
shell, shattered alongside Piggy,
symbolizes the destruction of
rationality, democracy, and
structured society. Ralph, now
completely isolated, becomes the
lone target of Jack and his tribe, who no longer
tolerate even the idea of dissent. With Piggy
gone and Samneric captured and forced into
Jack’s tribe, Ralph stands utterly alone.

Ralph’s despair deepens as he tries to
comprehend the boys’ transformation. Even
those who were once his allies are now hostile
or terrified into obedience by Jack. During the
night, Ralph approaches Castle Rock to speak
to Samneric, hoping for help. Though terrified,
the twins secretly warn him that Jack and
Roger plan to hunt him down the next day.
They speak of a “double-ended spear,”
revealing Jack’s intention to kill Ralph and
mount his head as they did with the pig’s.

Hunted and exhausted, Ralph flees into
the jungle as Jack’s tribe begins their manhunt
at dawn. The boys, painted and screaming war
cries, move methodically through the forest.
Ralph is forced to hide in thickets, crawl
through undergrowth, and fight against sheer
terror as he hears the hunters closing in. Jack
and Roger escalate their chase by setting the
entire forest on fire, intending to smoke Ralph
out. The flames consume the island, creating

FLIES

Y WILLIAM GOLDING ™
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a wall of heat, smoke, and
destruction as Ralph struggles to
escape.

Finally Ralph bursts out of
the burning forest and collapses
on the beach, convinced that his
death is moments away. Instead,
he finds himself staring up at a
British naval officer who stands,
astonished, at the scene before
him. The smoke from the massive
fire—set in an effort to kill
Ralph—has ironically signaled a passing ship.
The officer, dressed in crisp uniform, is
bewildered by the savage, filthy children
emerging from the burning jungle. He asks who
is in charge, expecting a straightforward
answer. Ralph tries to speak but breaks down
in tears, overwhelmed by grief, trauma, and
the sudden return of adult order.

One by one, the other boys appear on
the beach, their masks of paint melting away
as they confront the reality of what they’ve
become. The officer, unable to fully grasp the
depth of their descent, awkwardly looks away,
giving them a moment to recover themselves.

The novel ends with Ralph weeping for
Piggy, for Simon, for the loss of innocence,
and for the darkness that exists within the
human heart. The boys are restored to
civilization physically—but morally, they can
never return unchanged. The rescue, though
timely, comes only after the island’s complete
moral collapse, revealing an unsettling truth
that the savagery on the island mirrors the
broader violence of the adult world. <
The end

.
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