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The eight classical dances of India

A celebration of culture and tradition

m Zichan Ray
Class VII

India is home to a rich and diverse
cultural heritage, with eight classical dances
that are recognised by the Sangeet Natak
Akademi. Each dance form has its unique
style, technique and history, reflecting the
region and community it orginates from.

I. Bharatanatyam: The ancient dance of
Tamil Nadu : Originating in Tamil Nadu,
Bharatanatyam is one of the oldest classical
dances of India. It's knwon for its intricate
footwork, expressive hand gestures and

storytelling through
mime and dance.
The dance form is
often performed to
depict mythological
stories and legends.
Il. Kathak : The
whirling dervish of Uttar Pradesh

Hailing form Uttar Pradesh, Kathak is a
classical dance form that combines rapid
footworks, spinning movements and elegant

I, S CFGAR! 2080 / 7D 24



gestures. The dance is ™
often performed to the

tales of Radha and __ 2.% 4
Krishna, with intricate b&ﬁ
footwork and rhythmic s = .

patterns.

I11. Kathakali : The dramatic dance of
Kerala From
Kerala, kathakali is a
dramatic dance form
that combines dance,
music and acting to
depict mythological stories. The dancers
wear elaborate costumes and striking facial
expressions, bringing the stories to life.

IV. Kuchipudi : The energetic dance of
Andhra Pradesh
Originating in  Andhra
Pradesh, Kuchipudi is a
classical dance form that
combines energetic and
dynamic movements, often
depicting mythological
stories. The dance is known for its intricate
footwork, beautiful hand gestures, and
dramatic expressions.

V. Oddissi : The fluid dance of Odisha :
From Odisha, Oddissi is
a classical dance form
characterized by its fluid
movements, intricate |
footwork and beautiful &
hand  gestures. The
dance is often performed to depict the

EINBIRC)

stories of Lord Jagannath, with a focus on
devotion and spirituality.

V1. Manipuri : The unique dance form of
Manipur : Originating
in Manipur, Manipuri
is a classical dance
form known for its
subtle and nuanced movements. The dance
is often performed to depict the tales of
Raslila and other Vaishnavite themes, with a
focus on elegance and refinement.

VII. Mohiniyattam : The elegant dance
form of Kerala : From
Kerala, Mohiniyattam is a
classical dance  form
famous for its gentle and
subtle movements. The
dance is often performed by women,
depicting stories of love and devotion, with a
focus on elegance and refinement.

VIII. Sattriya : The ancient dance of
Assam Hailing from
Assam, Sattriya is a

classical dance form that
combines dance, music
and drama to depict
mythological stories. The
dance is often performed
in Sattras of Assam, with
a focus on spiritual and cultural themes.

Each of this classical dances is a
testament to India's rich cultural heritage,
showcasing the country's diversity and
creativity. By celebrating these dance forms,
we can appreciate the beauty and elegance
of Indian classical dances. <
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Did You Know
Thor’s Well

Thor’s Well is a natural wonder which
is a bowl-shaped sinkhole. It is situated on
the edges of the Pacific coast of the US
state of Oregon. It is often referred to as the
“Drainpipe of the Pacific” or the “Gate to

the Underworld”. It is named after the
Norse God of Thunder, “Thor”. The name
comes from the belief that Thor struck with
his powerful hammer in a fit of rage and

m Niki Katharpi

created the hole. Thor’s Well appears like a
circular sinkhole with a bottomless abyss
swallowing the ocean waves. According to
researchers, Thor’s Well was likely a former
sea cave. However, over the millennia,
relentless pounding of the Pacific waves
caused the roof of the cave to collapse,
leaving an opening at the top and bottom.
Now with ocean tides, water surges up and
down through the hole. Though it looks
fathomless, its depth is estimated to be 20
feet deep, that’s about 2 basketball nets in
height. The best time to visit Thor’s Well is
around high tide, ideally an hour before or
after or during a stormy weather. However,
it’s extremely dangerous considering rouge
waves and slippery rocks. <

Crooked Forest

In the far northwestern corner of
Poland, near the town of Gryfino,lies a
botanical enigma: Krzwy Las or the
Crooked Forest. This small grove consists
of approximately 400 pine trees. Each of the
trees curves dramatically at its base. These
trees grow with a sharp 90 degree bend
toward the north before arching back
upward to reach for the sky, creating a J
shape. Because the original inhabitants of
the nearby village were displaced during
World War I, the true story of the forest
was lost to history. Despite their bizarre
shapes, the trees are remarkably healthy
growing to heights of over 15 meters.
Today, the Crooked Forest is a protected

It serves as a quiet,

natural monument.
atmospheric reminder of the region’s
complex history and the enduring resilience
of nature. Whether shaped by human tools
or not, the forest remains one of Europe’s
most enchanting and unresolved
mysteries. <
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Stories from World Classics
A Journey to the Center of the Earth

(Contd. from January issue)

On May 24, 1863,
Professor Otto Lidenbrock
returns home early to his house
in Hamburg. His servant,
Martha, worries that Lidenbrock
will expect dinner to be served
even though he’s home early,
and she asks Lidenbrock’s
nephew Axel to get Lidenbrock
to listen to reason. Axel doubts
anyone could convince his irritable uncle to
see reason. Lidenbrock calls for Axel, and
Axel’s attempt to “escape” to his room is
thwarted when Lidenbrock storms in and
demands his nephew to follow him. In his
narration, Axel acknowledges that
Lidenbrock, his “dreadful master,” is not a bad
man——he is just remarkably unique.
Lidenbrock is a genius, but he is a poor public
speaker and centers his lectures on his own
interests. Despite of his eccentricity,
Lidenbrock is well-respected and is the curator
at the Museum of Mineralogy.

The study is full of meticulously
organized mineral specimens that Axel knows
well. Lidenbrock excitedly shows his nephew
an old book. Axel humors his uncle, but his
interest only becomes genuine when
Lidenbrock reveals the book is written in
Icelandic runes that must be translated. A piece
of parchment falls from the book, and Axel’s
narration remarks that the runes inscribed
upon it, will lead him and Lidenbrock to “the
strangest expedition of the nineteenth
century.”

Lidenbrock is proficient with languages,

A Journey to the
CEntre of the Earth

m Papari Kalita

but he cannot decipher the runes.
Axel takes some pleasure at
seeing his uncle as mystified as
he is. Martha tells the men that
dinner is ready, but Lidenbrock
sends Axel to dine alone. Axel
and Martha are both surprised by
this, since Lidenbrock never
misses meals. The dinner is
delicious, and Axel decides to eat
his uncle’s portion as well as his
own. He justifies this as the duty of a “devoted
nephew.” He is finishing his meal when
Lidenbrock summons Axel back to the study.

Lidenbrock sets to work trying to
translate the runes. Axel transcribes while the
professor dictates the German equivalent of
each Icelandic character. The result is
incoherent, and Lidenbrock proclaims the
message must be encrypted. Axel believes this
is nonsense, but he says nothing. Lidenbrock
looks closer and, noticing a discrepancy in the
handwriting, deduces that the loose parchment
was written on by someone who owned the
book at least 200 years after its publication.
He finds some “half obliterated” runes on the
first page that reveal the name of Arne
Saknussemm, a 16th-century Icelandic
alchemist.

Lidenbrock resolves to decode the runes
on the parchment. He figures out that the
message must be written in coded Latin, and
as he undertakes the mathematics of cracking
the code, Axel gets distracted looking at a
portrait of Grauben, his uncle’s ward. Axel
and Grduben are in love and secretly
betrothed, and he imagines the idyllic life he

might lead with her. « Contd.
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