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Did You Know
The longest drought on the Earth

Drought is a continuous
period of dry weather, in
which there is a little or no |
rain at all. It creates a water
shortage that may cause
damage to the crops, livestock

and the environment. Due to | L

drought, people in many countries loss their
lives since lack of water leads to lack of
food. Such countries can hardly recover to a
normal state. Climate change, deforestation
and global warming are some of the reasons
for such situation. The Atacama desert is the
driest place on the Earth. It is situated in
Northern chili between the Andes and the

m Jyotirekha Kalita

Pacific Ocean. It receives
less than 1 mm of rainfall
' per year. Some parts of the
. desert have no recorded
rainfall at all. The longest
drought is recorded in
* Calama region of the
Atacama Desert. There had been no rain for
four centuries (1571-1971). Due to the high
altitude and extreme dry weather, it is
difficult for any animals to survive in the
Atacama desert. However some species like
red scorpions, grey foxes, desert wasps and
butterflies are found in the desert. «

The Sailing Stones

m Pallavi Dutta

The movement of
stones of Death Valley’s
Racetrack Playa is a
fascinating phenomenon.
It is located in California,
USA. Here, some rocks
weighing up to 300 kg,

strong winds, sometimes
gusting over 80 km/h, push the
stones. Such gales break the
ice and propel them forward.
As the ice melts, the stones
leave behind trails, some

mysteriously move across

the dry lake bed, leaving trails behind.
Scientists have finally solved the mystery.
They have arrived at the conclusion that it is
a perfect combination of storm of ice, water
and wind.

Here’s how it works: when winter rains fill
the playa with a thin layer of water, it makes
the surface slick. At night, when the
temperature drops, thin sheets of ice are
formed that float on the water. Thereafter

stretching up to 1,600 feet.

Researchers have tracked these stones
using GPS and time-lapse cameras. It reveals
the speed of such movements up to 5 feet per
second (1.5 m/s). The largest stone tracked
weighed 318 kg and moved about 224 feet
(68 meters) in just a few seconds. This
phenomenon occurs only a few times a
decade, when conditions are just right. The
Racetrack Playa’s unique geology and climate
are responsible for this spectacle. <
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Stories from World Classics
A Journey to the Center of the Earth

(Contd. from March issue)

m Papari Kalita

reasons that as the

Axel reveals to
Lidenbrock that the letters he
dictated can be read backwards
as amessage in Latin. The letter
instructs the reader to follow
Saknussemm’s path through
“the crater of the Jokul of
Snéfell,” where “the shadow of
Scartaris softly touches before
the Kalends of July.” This path
will lead the traveler to the
center of the earth. Lidenbrock
jumps for joy, then calms and
tells Axel to join him for dinner.
After dinner, he says, Axel
should pack luggage for both of them

Axel is horrified, but he tries to maintain
his composure. He knows that Lidenbrock will
only listen to “scientific arguments.”
Lidenbrock allows Martha to go to market,
and after the men eat the meal she prepares,
they return to the study. Lidenbrock thanks
Axel for helping him with the cipher and
promises to include him in the forthcoming
glory. Lidenbrock entreats his nephew to keep
their findings a secret. Axel points out that
Saknussemm offers no proof to his claims.
Lidenbrock allows Axel to voice the rest of
his objections, and the younger man adds that
they don’t know what the terms in
Saknussemm’s note mean. Lidenbrock
counters this, using an atlas to prove that a
“Jokul” is an Icelandic volcano, and Snafell
is a specific dormant volcano.

Axel accepts Lidenbrock’s points, but he
challenges him to make sense of the message’s
references to “Scartaris” and June. Lidenbrock

A Journey to the
Centre of the Earth

> |
‘ |
J "

“Kalends,” or end, of
June approaches, the
Scartaris peak of Snéafell
casts a shadow over the
crater that leads to the
center of the earth. Axel
tries to argue that science
disproves the notion that
Saknussemm could have
successfully travelled to

ulgs V'-‘, :

but Lidenbrock
dismisses the “tiresome
theories” of science and
presents him with
calculations that disprove the prevailing
theories of the planet’s composition. He
argues that the earth’s core does not exist, and
that they should follow Saknussemm’s path
to test this hypothesis. Axel is overwhelmed
by his uncle’s enthusiasm and agrees to join
him.

_ A \ ‘ the center of the earth,

A W
R

Ve 4 ~
F

—

Axel takes a walk through Hamburg to
consider the journey before him. He wonders
if Lidenbrock’s arguments are “the mad
speculations of a fool,” or the “scientific
deductions of a great genius.” Axel’s
excitement fades and he once again believes
Lidenbrock’s proposal to be absurd. On his
walk, he encounters Grauben, who instantly
detects that something is wrong. He explains
the situation, and she encourages him to go,
saying that the journey is an opportunity for
Axel to distinguish himself. He marvels at
how “female hearts” seem to make decisions
based on something unrelated to reason. <
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‘-iﬁ"'ﬁm'i (WTE% (Hume's pheasant) Gﬁ"ﬂ T#ED (Indian roller)

o TT5AT- fﬁ‘l (Asian koel)



