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Did You Know

The world's largest underwater waterfall : Denmark Strait
Cataract

Do you know that the
Earth has a waterfall beneath
the sea that is much larger
than any waterfall on land ?
The answer lies in an

amazing phenomenon which is located deep -

beneath the Arctic waters between Greenland
and lIceland, known as Denmark Strait
Cataract. It has a vertical drop of about 3,500
metres (11,500 feet), making it more than three
times taller than Angel Falls, the tallest
waterfall on land. It was formed during the
last ice age, approximately 17,500 to 11,500
years ago.

The Denmark Strait Cataract is crucial
for Earth's climate and oceanic systems. It is

m Karishma Khabir

integral to the thermohaline
circulation (the system that
distributes heat, nutrients,
and energy throughout the
world's oceans). The currents
generated by the Denmark
Strait Cataract influence global weather
patterns, sea levels, and marine biodiversity.
By transporting nutrients and energy, it
directly affects the health of marine life and
the stability of the planet's climate.

As the waterfall is hidden beneath the
ocean, the scientists study it using advanced
oceanographic instruments to understand
ocean circulation, climate change, and the
long-term movement of heat within the Earth's
oceans. %

The largest cave in the world : Hang Son Doong

Can you imagine that a
cave could be so large that it
has its own forests and
weather? Surprisingly, yes. &
Son Doong Cave is one of the
most extraordinary natural
formations on Earth. Its name means
"Mountain River Cave" in Vietnamese,
referring to the underground river that carved
much of the cave system. It is considered to
be the largest cave in the world, based on the
volume. Hidden beneath the limestone
mountains of Phong Nha-Ke Bang National
Park in Vietnam, the cave is the part of a vast
underground network formed over millions of

years by erosion of limestones.

One of the most
remarkable features of Son
Doong is its hidden ecosystem.
The cave has its own rivers,
lakes, jungles and even clouds.
Clouds are formed because of differences in
temperature and humidity inside the cave.
Sunlight enters through large openings called
dolines, allowing plants, trees and other
organisms to grow deep underground.

The cave was discovered by a local
farmer Ho Khanh in 1990. In 2008 he
relocated it with the help of British cave
explorers. <
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Stories from World Classics
A Journey to the Center of the Earth

(Contd. from June issue)

The following morning,
Axel finds Lidenbrock talking
to a strong man with long red
hair who listens to
Lidenbrock’s *“torrent of
words” with calm patience.
Fridrikson introduces the man
to Axel as Hans Bjelke, an
eider-duck hunter. Though
Hans’s quiet and solemn
temperament contrasts with
Lidenbrock’s nature, the two
easily reach an understanding
and Hans agrees to serve as Lidenbrock and
Axel’s guide.

The men prepare for the week-long land
journey to Snéffel. Lidenbrock and Axel pack
rations, four guns, and four bags full of
scientific equipment. They use their letters of
recommendation to make connections with
powerful Icelandic men, but Axel has no
common language with them and can only
watch his uncle converse. Lidenbrock, Axel
and Hans depart on horseback early in the
morning of June 16th. Fridrikson bids them
farewell.

As the men travel, Axel is exhilarated at
the freedom of riding through an unknown
country. He grows excited at the expedition
before them, since he does not believe that
there is any risk they will actually find a way
to the center of the earth. Hans leads Axel and
Lidenbrock, walking ahead of them on foot.
The land becomes deserted as they leave the
capital, but Axel notes that this part of Iceland

JULES VERNE

m Papari Kalita

is one of the country’s most
inhabited areas. He wonders
what they will face in districts
even less populated.

Two hours into the
journey, the men stop for
breakfast. Hans tells the men
they will spend the night in
Gardar, and when he shows
them a map, Lidenbrock is
frustrated at how little distance
they have covered. He begins
to complain to Hans, but Hans
ignores him. They continue
travelling until they reach a fjord. Axel slows
his mount, not wanting to cross such
dangerous terrain on horseback, but
Lidenbrock continues on. The professor’s
horse refuses to go over the fjord and stops
abruptly, unseating Lidenbrock. Hans
instructs the others that they must wait for the
tide to come in to cross the fjord on a ferry.

During the summer months in polar
regions, the sun never sets, so the night is not
dark. Itis cold, however, and the travelers take
shelter in a hospitable peasant’s small hut. The
peasant and his wife invite Axel, Lidenbrock
and Hans to dine with them and their 19
children, and they accept. The next morning
they depart, after persuading the peasant to
take some payment for his kindness. As the
men continue on, the terrain becomes more
risky and deserted. The only person they pass
for miles is a lone leper, and not even plants
or animals can be found. Axel grows
melancholy and begins to miss Germany. <
Contd.
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