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Stories from World Classics

Silas Marner :

(Continued from May Issue,
2022)

Dunstan finds the cottage
door unlatched. He goes inside -3
and finds a bright fire which lits
up every corner of the tiny
cottage. The cold and mist
outside makes the fire look
inviting and Dunstan makes
himself confortable beside the
brick hearth. A bit of meat is o
being roasted. But the weaver is nowhere
to be seen. Dunstan realises that Silas had
hot meat for supper against the rumours
that he lived only on mouldy bread.

Silas' absence from the cottage at that
hour of the night seems out of place to
Dunstan. Dunstan starts thinking about the
possibility of Silas' wherabouts. He reflects
that Silas might have been out running
errands or possibly lying dead in the stone
pit. So, he intensely searches the hidden
money inside the cottage. Finally, he
discovers the money under a brick in the
floor.

Unaware of the misfortune Silas
returns to his cottage. His poor eyesight
does not allow him to notice anything
unusual. It was only when he decides to
count his gold before supper does he
realise that his coins are missing. Unable to
find then he is filled with anguish and can
not decide whether a human robber
committed the crime or some supernatural
force led to the incident. Thus, flustered he

WA, S G, 2033 / T 93

The Weaver of Raveloe

m Pallavi Dutta

runs towards the village to
seek help. He arrives at the
Rainbow inn and accuses Jen
Rodney of robbing him
because he had once seen
Rodney lingering near his
cottage for a long time. But Jen
denies the allegation.

The only piece of
evidence found near Silas'
cottage is a tinder box as rain
has washed away all footprints. It is found
that the box belonged to a traveller who
had stopped by Silas' cottage a few days
ago. However, Dunstans' disappearance is
never linked to the robbery. Thus the
villagers  develop divided opinions
regarding the theft. While some hold the
traveller responsible others believe that it is
a mystery beyond human understanding.
This incident, nevertheless, makes the
villagers sympathetic towards Silas and he
makes a few good neighbours as Mr.
Macey and Dolly Winthrop who often visit
him and advise him to at least stop weaving
during Sundays and go to the local church.
Silas, however, does not comply and stays
away from the church. Even during
Christmas, while the whole of Raveloe is
celebrating and looking forward to the
dance at Squire Cass' house, Silas remains
alone. Godfrey also looks forward to the
dance as an opportunity to meet Nancy.
However, he feels afraid that his brother
might return. «

(Continued)



Did You Know ?
The gathering of Kumbh Mela is visible from space

Have you heard about the Kumbh
Mela? Yes, this Mela or fair is famous in the

entire world. The name ‘Kumbh’ means
‘nectar’ or ‘honey’. Kumbh Mela is an
important pilgrimage site and it is said to be
the largest gathering on earth. It is also
called “Mahakumbh’.

Kumbh Mela is celebrated in four
different locations, those are — Haridwar,

m Navasmita Das

Prayagraj, Ujjain and Nasik. Every year the
specific rituals of Kumbh are observed, but
it is worth mentioning that there is a fest of
greater significance at three-year interval
called “‘Kumbh’ which is celebrated in all
four locations.

Then at six-year interval in Haridwar
and Prayagraj ‘Ardha Kumbh’ is celebrated.
In the same locations at every twelve year
interval the ‘Purna Kumbh’ is celebrated
Then again, the festival of the greatest

significance named  ‘Mahakumbh’ s
celebrated at 144-year intervals in
Prayagraj.

In the Kumbh Mela more than 2 crores
of people gather around that it can be seen
from the space without taking help of any
binocular. It looks like some ants walking on
the streets. <

Shampoo was originated in India

All the shampoo products in the market
these days are from the foreign countries; i.e,
outside India. Be it the one called Garnier or
the one named as Sunsilk, wherever we go or
whatever we use, they are mostly from
outside India.

But, did you know, that shampoo was
actually originated in India? The word
shampoo itself comes from the Hindi word
‘champu’ or ‘champi’ which heads back to
the Sanskrit word ‘chapyathi’ which means
to ‘press’ or ‘massage’. We are tend to
massage or knead on our heads while
applying shampoo, that is why, the word is
designed in that way.

The first ever known mention of
shampoo is from the 4" Century B.C. when

green historian Stabo wrote about India’s
practice of shampooing. The first ever
formed shampoo was made with the mixture
of ground herbs and water. Indian people
were known to use the pulp of a fruit called
soapberries which was combined with some
herbs and hibiscus flowers as early as the

1500s. <+
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