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The Best One

m Jagriti Baruah
Class VIII

Have you ever thought

What happens

When someone is pressurized
For simple guilt...

Why we are after only the best
To remember as a prize...
What about the rest?

Why are they left?

Is it the right concept?

We can accept

Only the best

And when it is done

It cannot be undone. <
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The Adi Tribe

There are many indigenous tribes in the

North-east India. The Adi people of
Arunachal Pradesh are one of them. The
present population of the Adi tribe in
Arunachal Pradesh is 1,00,000. The Adi is
one of the 25 major tribes that live in
Arunachal Pradesh. They are believed to
have come from Southern China in the 16th
century. The Adi people speak Hindi as a
lingua-franca for communicating with other
indigenous tribes. A few Adi people are also
found in the Tibet Autonomous Region
where they are called as the ‘Lhoba’. The
meaning of Adi is ‘hill” or ‘mountain top’.
Their economy is mostly dependent on
agriculture. They practise rice cultivation.
Rice is their staple food. They eat meat and
other vegetables too.

The Adi people celebrate a number of

m Likuma Sarma
Class X

festivals. Solung is one of the major
festivals of the Adi tribe. It is a
harvest festival performed after the
sowing of seeds and transplantation,
to seek future bumper crops. Ponung
songs and dances are performed by
women folk during the festival. The
women wear Yyellow caps, green
colour shawls, red wraps and skirts.
The men of the Adi tribe wear
helmets carved out of deerskins,
bearskins and canes. Apart from
these, all the people wear their
different traditional ornaments during the
celebration of the Solung festival. The Adi
people’s houses are made of some local
materials which are available in Arunachal
Pradesh, such as bamboo, wood, and leaves.
They do not use nails. The roofs of their
houses are made of dry paddystraws,
leaves, or thatch grasses. The houses are
raised well above the ground with the help
of stilts. The religion of the Adi tribe is
Donyi-Polo. About 50% of the Adi people
believe in the traditional religion. The rest
believe in other religions. The Adi people are
very beautiful. They are the worshippers of
the gods and goddesses like Kine Nane,
Doying Bote, Gumin Soyim, and Pedong
Nane. The religious rituals of Adi people are
observed under the leadership of a shaman
called the Miri. %
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Stories from World Classics

The Merchant of Venice

The play ‘The
Merchant of Venice’ is a
wonderful creation of the
famous playwright William
Shakespeare. It is a 16th
century play and is one of
the most popular romantic
comedies of Shakespeare.
He is considered an
influential writer in the
field of English literature.
His play ‘The Merchant
of Venice’ was written
between 1596 and 1599.
The main plot of this play involves young
lovers who overcome the barriers that stand
in their way.

The play opens with the character of
Antonio who is a Venetian merchant. He is
very worried and shares his melancholy with
his friends Salerio and Solanio. However, he
is unable to understand the reason behind his
sadness. In this matter, his friends suggest
that he is worried about his ships which are
sailing on the sea carrying valuable goods or
he is “in love’. Antonio feels that both the
reasons are not the actual reasons for his
sadness and dismisses their suggestions.

Both Salerio and Solanio leave Antonio
when Bassanio, who is his noble kinsman,
arrives. Bassanio approaches Antonio and

THE
MERCHANT
OF VENICE

wiLLlAaM
SHAKESPEARE

m Priom Saikia

tells him that he has run out
of money and he needs
financial help to woo Portia,
a wealthy Venetian heiress
from Belmont. However,
Antonio cannot provide him
with money as all his wealth
is invested in his fleet which
is currently sailing at sea.
Although Bassanio already
owes Antonio a substantial
amount of money from his
earlier days, Antonio
promises to help him. He
advises him to go to the Jewish money
lender, Shylock, who can lend Bassanio
three thousand ducats.

At Belmont, Portia complains to her
lady-in-waiting Nerissa about her father’s
will according to which she cannot choose
her husband. Instead, Portia’s various
suitors must choose among three chests, one
of gold, one of silver, and one of lead. The
one who selects the chest that contains her
portrait will win Portia’s hand in marriage.
But those who guess incorrectly must vow
never to marry anyone. Most of the suitors
have left without even attempting a guess
for fear of the penalty for guessing
wrong. «

(to be contd.)
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Did You

Know ?

Cloudburst

A cloudburst refers to
the extreme amount of
precipitation in a short period
of time. It is basically a
rainstorm and occurs mostly
in mountainous regions. It is
different from rain only in
the amount of rainfall
recorded. Rain over 100 mm
per hour is categorized as
cloudburst. We can say that the cloudburst
is a natural phenomenon, but occurs quite
unexpectedly and very abruptly. Usually,
when warm monsoon wind interact with
cold wind, it leads to the formation of huge
clouds. It is very difficult to predict
cloudbursts due to their very small scale in

m Pritilata Patgiri

space and time. Cloudbursts
usually do not last for more
than a few minutes; however,
they are capable of flooding
the entire area in no time.
Because of the amount of rain
involved, a cloudburst can be
quite dangerous. Flooding is
common with  cloudbursts.
They also sweep away people,
animals and land on their way. Cloudbursts
affect thousands of people every year and
cause loss of life, property, livelihood,
infrastructure, etc. Several states in India
like Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu
and Kashmir have been experiencing
cloudbursts during the monsoons. <+

Renkoji Temple

Renkoji is a Buddhist
temple in Tokyo, Japan. It is
assumed to be the purported
location of the ashes of Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose, who was
one of the greatest freedom
fighters of India. Sources say
that he died in a plane crash
somewhere in Taipei in August
1945. After the plane crash, a
Japanese officer collected his remains and
brought them to Renkoji temple. It is said
that his ashes are purportedly kept in the

temple because there is no
forensic  evidence. On 18
September 1945, a ceremony
was held there and since then a
long line of priests has been
managing this temple. Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose’s family
has been demanding a DNA test
of the ashes. In 1957 Jawaharlal
Nehru, in 1958 Dr Rajendra
Prasad and in 2001 Atal Bihari Vajpayee

visited Renkoji temple to pay tribute to

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. <
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